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W r i t t e n  b y  S u b a q u e o u s  
a k a  I s a a c  C o t e c  
 

W e l c o m e ,  
 
T h i s  e - b o o k  i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
d r u m  p a t t e r n s  I  m a d e  f o r  s o m e  
j a m s .  T h e  r e a l  s t r a n g e  o n e s .  
T h e  k i n d  o f  n i g h t s  w i t h  a  b u n c h  
o f  e l e c t r o n i c  m u s i c  w e r e  l i n k e d  
u p  w i t h  l a p t o p s  a n d  m a k i n g  
s t r a n g e  m u s i c .  W e l l ,  i t  w a s  
m o s t l y  m u s i c .   
 
I n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  j a m  
s e s s i o n s ,  I  w a n t e d  a  q u i c k  
r e f e r e n c e  f o r  d r u m  b e a t s  t h a t  I  
c o u l d  b u i l d  o n  m y  p u s h  t o  g e t  
a n  i d e a  s t a r t e d .  O n c e  I  g o t  t h e  
b a s i c  r h y t h m  I  c o u l d  s t a r t  
e d i t i n g  i t  l i v e  a n d  s t i l l  k e e p  a  
s o l i d  g r o o v e  a s  a  f o u n d a t i o n .  
 
O u t  o f  t h o s e  j a m s ,  t h i s  
r e s o u r c e  w a s  c r e a t e d .   
 
F o r  f u t u r e  r e s o u r c e s  l i k e  t h i s ,  
c h e c k  o u t  
 
w w w . s u b a q u e o u s m u s i c . c o m  
 
E n j o y  t h e  b e a t  m a k i n g !  
 



F o r  e a c h  d r u m  p a t t e r n ,  I  h a v e  b r o k e n  d o w n  t h e  b e a t  i n t o  
s i x  e l e m e n t s .  S u c h  a s  H a t s ,  T o m s ,  S n a r e ,  K i c k ,  a n d  s o  o n .  
 
F o r  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s ,  I  h a v e  c r e a t e d  t w o  r o w s  o f  8  
b o x e s .  M a k i n g  a  t o t a l  o f  1 6  f o r  e a c h .  T h e  i d e a  i s  t h a t  y o u  
s e t  t h e   g r i d  s i z e  o f  y o u r  M I D I  d e v i c e  t o  1 / 1 6 t h  n o t e s .  T h i s  
m e a n s  e a c h  s e q u e n c e  i s  o n l y  o n e  b a r  l o n g .  
 
R e m e m b e r  t h e s e  a r e  s t u p i d  s i m p l e  p a t t e r n s  j u s t  t o  g e t  
y o u  s t a r t e d .  Y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  e x p a n d  f r o m  h e r e .    
 
B e l o w  i s  a n  i m a g e  o f  a  H o u s e  b e a t .  Y o u  w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  
B P M  a n d  G e n r e  i s  a t  t h e  t o p .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  y o u  h a v e  a  
p a t t e r n   f o r  e a c h  e l e m e n t .  
 

Let's get started making beats! 



Y o u  c a n  a l s o  u s e  t h e s e  D r u m  P a t t e r n s  t o  b u i l d  t h e  b e a t  
d i r e c t l y  i n  A b l e t o n  L i v e  u s i n g  t h e  M I D I  e d i t o r .  H e r e  i s  a n  
e x a m p l e  o f  w h a t  t h e  H o u s e  D r u m  P a t t e r n  w o u l d  l o o k  l i k e  
i n  L i v e .  
 
S e t  y o u r   G r i d  S i z e  t o  1 / 1 6  a n d  m a k e  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  
M I D I  C l i p  1  b a r .  T h e n  d r a w  i n  t h e  n o t e s  p e r  e l e m e n t ,  l i k e  
t h e  i m a g e  b e l o w .    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S o m e  o f  t h e  i m a g e s  a l s o  h a v e  a  l i g h t e r  b l u e  a n d  d a r k e r  
b l u e .  L i g h t e r  b l u e  n o t e s  h a v e  a  s o f t e r  v e l o c i t y .  S o m e  
M I D I  d e v i c e s ,  l i k e  p u s h  o r  h a c k e d  L a u n c h p a d ,  l e t s  y o u  
c h a n g e  t h e  v e l o c i t y  o f  y o u r  n o t e s .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R e g u l a r  L i g h t e r  V e r y  L i g h t  

P R O  T I P :  Y o u  c a n  a l s o  c h e c k  h o w  w e l l  y o u  e m u l a t e d  
t h e  H o u s e  D r u m  P a t t e r n  b y  c r e a t i n g  i t  w i t h  y o u  M I D I  
S t e p  S e q u e n c e r  a n d  l o o k i n g  a t  w h a t  i t  l o o k s  l i k e  i n  
L i v e .  I f  i t  l o o k s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  a b o v e  i m a g e ,  y o u  d i d  
i t  c o r r e c t l y .    
 

Doing this "In the Box"



T o  u s e  t h e s e  D r u m  P a t t e r n s  w i t h  P u s h ,  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  
h a v e  s e l e c t e d  a  M I D I  t r a c k  w i t h  a  D r u m  R a c k  o n  i t .    
 
O n c e  i t  i s  l o a d e d  g o  t o  t h e  N o t e  m o d e .  O n c e  i n  t h i s  m o d e ,  
y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h e  D r u m  S e q u e n c e r  o n  P u s h .  T h e  l a s t  s t e p  i s  
t o  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  s e t  t h e  G r i d  S i z e  t o  1 / 1 6  f o r  t h e s e  
p a t t e r n s .    
 
I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o n  h o w  t o  d o  t h a t ,  I  s u g g e s t  
l o o k i n g  t h e  m a n u a l  f o r  L i v e .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  w e l l  w r i t t e n  a n d  
h e l p f u l .  L o o k  a t  " 2 9 . 3  P l a y i n g  a n d  P r o g r a m m i n g  B e a t s "  
 
N o w  t h a t  w e  a r e  a l l  s e t  u p ,  h e r e  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  w h a t  
t h r e e  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  D r u m  P a t t e r n  w o u l d  
l o o k  l i k e  o n  t h e  P u s h .  
 

What this looks like on Push

Open Hats

Closed Hats

Kick

https://www.ableton.com/en/manual/using-push-2/


Dubstep (70-75bpm)

Open Hats
(or crash)

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Cymbal

Kick

Snare



Riddim (70-75bpm)

Open Hats
(or crash)

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Clap

Kick

Snare



Old School 

Hip Hop (85-95bpm)

Open Hats
(or crash)

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Cymbal

Kick

Snare



Hip Hop (80-90 bpm) 

Dirty South 

Open Hats
(or crash)

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Clave

Kick

Snare



Moombahton (85-110bpm)

Open Hats

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Cymbal

Kick

Snare



House (120-130bpm)

Open Hats
(or cowbell)

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Toms

Kick

Snare



Brit House(120-125bpm)

Open Hats

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Cymbal

Kick

Clap



French House(120-128bpm)

Open Hats

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Shackers

Kick

Clap



Chicago House(120-125bpm)

Open Hats

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Clap

Kick

Snare



Dirty House(125-128bpm)

Open Hats

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Clap

Kick

Snare



Trap (135-145bpm)

Open Hats
(or crash)

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Toms

Kick

Snare



Trance(130-150bpm)

Open Hats

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Cymbal

Kick

Clap



Drum & Bass(160-180bpm)

Open Hats
(or crash)

Sub Kick

Closed Hats

Toms

Kick

Snare



T h a n k s  f o r  c h e c k i n g  o u t  t h i s  e -  
b o o k  o n  D r u m  P a t t e r n s .  T h i s  
i d e a  c a m e  o u t  o f  h o u r s  o f  
j a m m i n g  w i t h  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  I  a m  
e l a t e d  t o  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  t h e  w i d e r  
m u s i c  c o m m u n i t y .   
 
F o r  f u t u r e  r e s o u r c e s  l i k e  t h i s ,  
c h e c k  o u t  
 
w w w . s u b a q u e o u s m u s i c . c o m  
 
A s  t h e  a n c i e n t s  s a y . . .  
 
P a r t y  o n !  
 


